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also note that "Jainism has been largely responsible
for making Karnataka, in the main, vegetarian and' ahimsa '
still forms the substratum of the Indian character as a
whole 'V

The task of remodelling the Vedic religion so as to
suit changing conditions was thus performed by ahimsa
beyond any doubt. But it was the cult of Bhakti also
which played an equally significant role in this respect.
By gradual stages the emotional culture of Bhakti broadened
the outlook of the Brahmin, who was generally caste-ridden,
and prepared him for willing compromises in his rigid
code of behaviour. The Bhakti cult showed that human
being was eligible for emancipation if he were pure in mind,
word and deed. The value of merit was established over
that of birth. The Dasas and Saranas of Karnataka, of
whatever caste, creed or sex they might be, impressed on
orthodox society the significance and the value of inner
culture rather than that of outward form. Thus the
Brahmanism of the early days was refashioned into a less
rigid formalism, accompanied by the theism of the Vedantic
sects of Karnataka. It has been observed that " Bhakti,
that transformed Brahmanism into Hinduism, may therefore
be regarded as an important contribution of South India
to Indian culture, not in reference to its origin but in regard
to the important features of its further development".'
We heartily endorse this remark with the addition that
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